
Education and Race 
Relations 



Number of states that had submitted 
proposals to compete in Race to the 
Top for a share government funds, by 
February 2010 

40 

Amount of federal funds at stake in the 
Race to the Top competition 

$4.35 billion 

Number of finalists announced in early 
March 2010 

16 

Number of states that won the first 
round of funding 

2 

Amount of funds awarded to Delaware $100 million 

Amount of funds awarded to Tennessee $500 million 

Obama’s Education Policy 



According to a January 2010 CBS News 
poll, percentage of people who favor 
mandatory testing of students in public 
schools each year as a way to determine 
how well the school is educating 
students 

71% 

Percentage of people who oppose 
mandatory testing of students in public 
schools each year as a way to determine 
how well the school is educating 
students 

24% 

Percentage of people who are unsure 
about mandatory testing of students in 
public schools each year as a way to 
determine how well the school is 
educating students 

5% 

According to the College Board, amount 
of increase in tuition and fees at public 
universities for the 2009-10 school year 

$172-$1,096 

In Obama's plan to rein in college 
tuition costs, amount of money in tax 
credits given to families paying tuition 
for students attending four-year 
colleges 

$10,000 

According to Obama's student loan 
proposal, percentage of annual income 
that the borrower would have to repay 

10% 



Number of years after which borrowers' 
debt would be completely forgiven, 
under Obama's proposal 

20 

Number of years after which borrowers' 
debt would be completely forgiven if 
they went into public service 

10 

Amount of money Obama would like to 
spend on community colleges 

$12 billion 

Amount of money presently spent by 
the government on community colleges 

$2 billion 

Obama's planned increase in the 
number of graduates from community 
colleges between 2010 and 2020 

5 million 
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• In the 2010 Census, out of 181,045 residents, 11.6% of 
Worcester’s population was Black/ African American, and 20.9% 
was Hispanic/ Latino. 

 

What does this policy have to do with 
race relations? 







• English-language learners (ELLs) are lagging behind other students on math 
and reading achievement tests, and one-fourth are failing to make progress 
toward language proficiency, according to state data collected by the 
federal Department of Education. 

• Opposing camps in the bilingual versus English-immersion debate 
predictably blame the achievement and language-proficiency gaps on 
school districts' failure to adopt their differing prescriptions on the best 
instructional model to use for English learners. Some experts with less 
partisan views, however, point to other factors, including the concentration 
of English learners in high-poverty, lower-resourced schools. English 
learners score far below the national average for fourth-graders in both 
reading and math on the National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP), often called the nation's report card. The gap widens in test scores 
for eighth-graders, according to a recent analysis by the Pew Hispanic 
Center 

 

Current Situation: Lagging Indications 



The center's analysis of the 2005 NAEP showed, for example, that 
nearly three-fourths of fourth-grade English learners (73 percent) 
scored below “basic” on reading — double the national average of 
36 percent. For eighth-graders, the national average of below-
basic scores fell to 27 percent, but the percentage of English 
learners scoring below basic remained almost unchanged at 71 
percent. 

 

With the number of English learners in public schools rapidly 
increasing — projected to be one-fourth of the school population 
by 2025 — the need to close that gap will only increase. “It's going 
to be a long-term persistent problem,” says one Stamford 
professor. “The number of English learners has increased to the 
point where it's no longer an issue like special education, a small 
subset. In many districts, it's a majority of the students.” 


